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about in different parts of the arable fields. This strange
scattering of the individual holdings may have arisen from
extreme care to have all the holdings equal in value: the
quality of the land varying from field to field, it was pro-
posed that each member of the settlement should have
some of every kind. It also may have been caused, or at
any rate continued, by pressure frorp above in cases where
lords had much control of the land and wished for their
own purposes to prevent the extreme inequalities and
confusion which would arise from equal division of lands
among children. The parcels of land being small were
necessarily oblong on account of the needs of ploughing,
it being economy of time and labour to turn the awkward
eight-ox team as seldom as possible. Outside the arable
land, lay meadow, pasture, woodland, and waste, in which
all the householders had their prescribed rights. The es-
tates of individual villagers were in no way marked off
into separate holdings. Because many individuals did
not have a complete outfit of agricultural implements or
oxen enough it was the custom of the villagers to cultivate
their land by some system of mutual help. Such settle-
ments as these were, doubtless, a reproduction on British
soil of something very similar which the Anglo-Saxons
had known in their ancient home. Some slaves there may
have been in all of them, furnished from the Britons or as
the result of strife among the invaders themselves; but in
these eastern settlements, the number must always have
been small.* From very early times we hear of lords and
rents, and there is little doubt that the fighters and the
churchmen were largely supported by payments in labour
and kind and that much of this must have been rendered
by freemen.
In the west, the typical settlement was quite different
and may have been influenced by previous Celtic arrange-
ments, into which the conquerors fitted themselves, as
1 For a visualising of such a village community, see "Plan of a Medieval
Manor/' in Shepherd, Historical Atlas, p. 104, and map 150 in Putzger,
Histonscher Schul-Atlas.